
ISSUE 57  l  QUARTERLY REPORT
MARCH 2016  l  ADAR 5776

Safely@Home Rolls Out Home Maintenance 
Program for Seniors
Stacey Orden, Director of Volunteer Services & Safely@Home

Safely@Home, the Jewish Home at Home’s program that helps seniors remain 
in their homes, confidently has launched a subscription-based service to 
provide basic home maintenance, home modification and access to Jewish 
Home services, such as care management and home assessments. The program 
also provides discounts on service and materials from trusted providers in 
collaboration with BRAD-CORE Property Management. It will provide the 
subscribers with a single point-of-contact for a complete range of services to 
address all of the lifestyle needs for aging in place.

Studies have shown that minimal investments in home modifications and 
repairs, coupled with coordinated visits by supportive services such as 
occupational therapists, nurses and handymen, reduce health risks such as falls 
and enable people to remain in their homes for a much longer period of time.

The Safely@Home Maintenance Program involves an annual membership fee 
of $500, which entitles subscribers to the following benefits:

 •  Safety assessment to ensure the subscriber’s home is as safe as 
possible for their circumstances.

 •  The development of a home modification plan to improve 
home safety and comfort.

 • Quarterly check-in calls from an Aging Life Care Specialist.

 • Home Safety Inspections and Property Inspections three times a year. 

 •  Single Point-of-Contact for all required home modifications, 
emergency service calls, repairs and renovations.

 • Discounts on labor and materials for home renovations and repairs.

 • Emergency Service Calls.

For more information on enrollment, contact Safely@Home Director, 
Stacey Orden at 201-518-1175 or sorden@jewishhomefamily.org.

Jewish Home Hot Kosher Holiday Meal Program Continues
Ezra Halevi, Director of Community Releations & Outreach, JH Family

The Jewish Home Family’s Hot Kosher Holiday Meal Program not only delivers 
delicious holiday food to those in need, but it forges bonds and even saves lives, 
according to its dedicated volunteers.

The program was launched in 2011, conceived by the Jewish Home Foundation’s 
Community Relations Committee. It provides hot meals for Rosh Hashanah, 
Chanukah and Passover, with meals consisting of traditional holiday foods. 
For example, the most recent Chanukah meals had rolls, grape juice, matzo ball 
soup, brisket, potato latkes, vegetables, jelly donuts and chocolate gelt. Nearly 
300 meals were prepared  — all in the Jewish Home at Rockleigh’s kitchen  — and 
delivered, still hot, on the same day by 27 volunteers.

The meals are delivered by volunteers who are encouraged to interact with the 
recipients to make sure everything is OK at home and, if necessary, to determine 
if any of the Jewish Home’s support services may be needed. Over the years, 
unique is the fact that the volunteers build relationships with the seniors, 
very often resulting in requests for the same deliveries each time (see this 
heartwarming profile of volunteer Dennis Gralla’s relationship with one couple 
in a recent edition of the Jewish Standard: http://goo.gl/6rMUBe).

Last year, one of our volunteers, Tenafly Mayor Peter Rustin, was delivering 
Passover meals. He arrived at an elderly woman’s apartment and became 
concerned when he saw the pile of newspapers and mail outside her door. 
He knocked and heard no response. He summoned emergency services, who 
opened the door to find the woman, unconscious, on the floor. They took her 
directly to the hospital and she survived. Had he not been there, she would likely 
not have lived.

“It’s one thing to give money,” Gralla told the Jewish Standard in a recent edition. 
“It’s another thing entirely to do something that gives me an opportunity to 
really meet people. That’s the real mitzvah.”

This program is partially funded by a grant from Beverly and Howard Greditor, 
and the Jewish Federation of Northern New Jersey. 

It is going strong and those wishing to help out or volunteer should contact 
Jewish Home Family’s Director of Volunteers, Stacey Orden at 201-518-1175 or 
sorden@jewishhomefamily.org.

Volunteer Dennis Gralla visits and delivers hot holiday meals

Volunteer Director Stacey Orden coordinates meal pick-up
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Looking Ahead
Carol Silver Elliott, President & CEO, Jewish Home Family

Dear Friends,

 As we move into our second century of service, there is much 
excitement at the Jewish Home Family. We are looking at 
new services and programs and are in the midst of both a 
structured strategic and master campus planning process. 
While planning was already on our agenda, this effort took on 
new meaning in recent months as we have had the wonderful 
opportunity to expand our property in Rockleigh.

Some months ago, I received a phone call from one of our board members, 
Paul Wolff z”l.  Paul told me that his nephew was associated with the firm 
that owned the property directly behind the Jewish Home at Rockleigh 
campus. Paul had found this out some years ago and told his nephew that if 
the property were ever on the market, they should call the Jewish Home first. 
They did and after a long process, we were able to close on this new property 
on December 30, 2015.

This additional six acres offers a world of possibilities for us and we have 
only begun to explore them. We have a small team of board members and 
senior management staff involved in ongoing planning and we’ve had larger 
meetings, including all board members and management staff, to talk about 
options and ideas and get feedback. At this point, we have several scenarios 
developed that we are further defining and will be evaluating in terms of 
market demand, financial implications, community need and more.

While I can’t tell you what the final outcome will be, there are a few things I 
feel fairly confident in sharing. We know that short-term rehabilitation is a vital 
and growing area for us and that the demand is continuing to increase. Our 
rehabilitation team, including therapy, nursing and all the ancillary support, 
is a great one and we are able to achieve really solid outcomes. We do this 
despite the fact that our therapy gym space is limited and we are without 
space to add some of the newer treatment modalities. Expanding rehab space 
and growing in that arena is very likely to be a part of any upcoming project.

What else? We are looking closely at both the market research study that we 
did last year and at trends in both the field and in demographics. We want 
to make certain that we position our services, programs and facilities to be 
optimally prepared for the future. Some of the trends that we are exploring 
include creating smaller “household” models in long-term care. These 
smaller households (green houses or small houses) have really been shown to 
help our older adults maintain their cognitive and functional abilities longer. 
We’re also intrigued by the concept of creating some space for a “rehab 
hotel,” a place where folks can stay and receive additional therapy services 
and support after they have been discharged from their inpatient stay. With 
the pressure to reduce length of stay, the rehab hotel can be a great option for 
people to finish their recovery in an ideal environment.

Lots to think about and lots of excitement for the future—we look 
forward to sharing our progress and ideas with you!

All the best,

ent for the future—we look 
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On December 18, 2015 President Obama signed into law a trillion dollar tax 
package, which after many years of on-again off-again legislation, included 
making the long-sought after IRA giving provision permanent. 

The law makes permanent a number of provisions that have previously gone 
through cycles where they expire in a given year, only to be extended but for 
a limited time, and expired again. That made philanthropic planning difficult 
for donors. This is no longer the case.

Basically, the permanent law exempts from taxable income 
any funds transferred (“rolled over”) from an IRA 
to a charitable organization, such as the Jewish 
Home. The following limitations apply:
 •  The donor must be age 70 1/2 or older.
 • The cap on annual IRA rollovers is $100,000.
 •  The contribution must be a direct gift, 

transferred from the IRA  itself directly 
to the charity.

The distribution would neither be treated as taxable income 
nor produce a charitable deduction. In some circumstances this 
“non-event” for income tax purposes may provide a better overall 
income tax result than reporting the withdrawal as income and claiming a 
charitable deduction. 

Members of the community who wish to support care and programming 
for the elderly in our area may be able to take advantage of this unique tax 
provision while at the same time benefiting the many who are the recipients 
of the Jewish Home’s exceptional services — those seniors whose lives we 
touch each and every day.

Donations can be directed to the Jewish Home Foundation, 10 Link Drive, 
Rockleigh, NJ 07647. For more information, contact the Foundation office at 
201-750-4231. 
[The Jewish Home Foundation of North Jersey, Inc. makes no claims in providing 
tax advice. Donors should consult with their tax or financial advisor on how these 
provisions affect their individual circumstances.]

There is a lot of excitement in the air at the Jewish Home Assisted Living that 
it’s hard to know where to begin. First, we are excited about the expansion of 
our Pastoral Care services. We  have added a second rabbi to our staff so that 
now we have help from two part-time rabbis. Rabbi Aaron Kornblitt joined us 
January 1st and is providing pastoral counseling and educational programs 
on a weekly basis. He has connected beautifully with the residents, and both 
residents and families appreciate this extra level of support.

Second, our programming options continue to grow and expand. We’ve finished 
our first true semester of Opening Minds through Art (OMA) on Memory Lane.  
OMA is a program that was designed and developed by Elizabeth Lokon, 
PhD of the Scripps Gerontology Center of Miami University. It is directed at 
individuals with cognitive impairment and uses creative expression as a tool 
to help people make choices, express themselves and create something that is 
failure free.  OMA projects are at an adult, rather than childish, level and they 
are all inspired by real art. The results of the first semester’s work are on display 
on Memory Lane and they are amazing—do stop by and take a look. We’re 
also having regular conversations with our residents about programs and new 
ideas—they have many things to suggest and we are happy to implement them.

Last and certainly not least, we are thrilled about our upcoming expansion. In 
late spring we will be building new community space adjacent to the current 
dining room. It’s the kind of flexible programming space that we so desperately 
need and will give us the opportunity to bring in more and larger programs.  
We can’t wait for it to be completed—our hope is to inaugurate it with our 
Chanukah party in 2016! 

IRA Giving Provision is Reenacted Permanently!
Melanie S. Cohen, CFRE, Executive Director, Jewish Home Foundation

OUR PATRONS’

Special Dates

The Feldman Family In Memory of Sol Feldman Mar 3

Janet & Bernie Bober Wedding Anniversary Mar 5

Maggie Kaplen In Honor of Our Grandchildren Mar 6

Jonathan Furer Happy Birthday Mar 13

Angelica Berrie In Memory of Russ Berrie Mar 18

Kristin & Warren Geller In Honor of Our Children Mar 20

Judith & Jonathan Furer Wedding Anniversary Mar 21

Amy & Jeff Goldsmith In Honor of Edith Goldsmith Mar 24

Judith Furer Happy Birthday Mar 24

Edythe Zaro Happy Birthday Mar 26

Jeanette & Seymour Spira Wedding Anniversary Mar 30

Cynthia & Stanley Low Wedding Anniversary Apr 3

Bernice & Herb Levetown 61st Wedding Anniversary Apr 3

Anita & Howard Blatt Wedding Anniversary Apr 4

Kathy & Richard Leventhal Wedding Anniversary Apr 6

Stuart Himmelfarb Happy Birthday Apr 7

Mercadien, P.C., CPAs Estate Planning Apr 15

Ethel & Irving Plutzer Wedding Anniversary Apr 18

The Hausmann Family In Memory of Werner Hausmann Apr 27

Millicent Brussel Happy Birthday Apr 29

Steven Morey Greenberg In Memory Rhoda Greenberg May 6

Lynne & Marty Zaikov Wedding Anniversary May 7

Amie Gartenberg In Memory of
     Marlene, Priscilla & Rose May 10

Luke Benjamin Silleg Happy Birthday May 14

Lovey Beer In Memory of Murray Beer May 15

Melissa & Noah Kalman Wedding Anniversary May 15

Pharmscript, LLC Alliance with Jewish Home May 15

JoAnn & Martin Perlman Wedding Anniversary May 16

Barnett Design, Inc. Established in 1991 May 21

Exciting Happenings at JH Assisted Living
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 As the Jewish Home Family and the care and services it provides for seniors in 
our community continues to grow, Carol Silver Elliott, President and CEO, has 
announced the following staff appointments. Please join us in wishing them all 
much success in their new assignments.

Bob moves into the position of Assistant Vice President for the 
Jewish Home Family. He will be working on special projects 
for the programs and services within the organization. He will 
assist the CEO, Board of Trustees, architects and others as the 
strategic plan to develop our new property on One Pond Road 
progresses  — overseeing the maintenance and housekeeping 
in our buildings, and in the planning and replacement of major 
capital equipment. Bob has been working in the field of long-
term care for over 30 years in New York and New Jersey, and 
has a lot of experience in progressive nursing homes, rehab 

centers and community services.  As community outreach programs develop in 
the future, Bob will be called upon to assist and support their growth.  He’s been at 
the Jewish Home at Rockleigh for three and a half years, working as the Assistant 
Administrator supporting and managing operations at the nursing home.  

Joan DiPaola, a Registered Nurse, has been with the Jewish 
Home since 1999. She began as the RN in the social day care 
program in Washington Township and became part of the 
team that opened the Gallen Adult Day Health Care program 
at the Jewish Home at Rockleigh. After four years in that 
capacity she became the Director of the program  — a position 
she had held until now. Joan also staffed the recent Centennial 
Israel Mission in October 2015 as the Registered Nurse. This 
past November, Joan was promoted to become the Senior 
Director of Jewish Home at Home. As such Joan brings over 
20 years of acute care nursing experience, 2 years in long-term care, as well as her 
13 years in the adult day care program which she will utilize to oversee the Jewish 
Home at Home’s community health services such as the Gallen Adult Day Health 
Care program, Safely@Home, and our Aging Life Care Management Services. 

Rabbi Kornblitt joined the staff at the Jewish Home Assisted 
Living on January 1, 2016 to provide part-time pastoral care.  
For the past two years Rabbi Kornblitt served as the JHAL 
High Holy Day Rabbi. When the decision was made to 
expand our services, we knew exactly who we wanted. Rabbi 
Kornblitt has served in the past as a pulpit Rabbi in Cliffside 
Park. He also has a Masters in Counseling.  His role at JHAL 
is to provide extended pastoral care needs to our residents 
and their family members.  He will also conduct weekly 
Torah discussions, Yiddish Club, and so much more.  He has 
a wonderful knack for bringing everyone together.

Stacey has moved into the position of Director of Volunteer 
Services for the Jewish Home Family. At the same time, she 
will continue her role as Director of Safely@Home (formerly 
Bonim Builders). Stacey and the Bonim Builders program 
transitioned to the Jewish Home in July, after serving as its 
project coordinator for five years under the auspices of the 
Jewish Federation of Northern New Jersey. In her expanded 
role, Stacey will oversee the staffing of all the volunteer 
opportunities the Jewish Home Family offers, such as Holiday 
Kosher Meals deliveries, one-on-one visitations, pet therapy 

visits, gift shop, and resident transport, just to name a few. Safely@Home utilizes 
volunteers of all skill levels to perform critical repairs and renovations for low-
income homeowners, the elderly, the disabled, and the chronically ill. In addition, 
Safely@Home offers an exciting new Maintenance program geared towards 
seniors who wish to age-in-community, enabling seniors to remain in their homes 
more easily, safely, comfortably and confidently. (See article on  front page.)

After having held the position of Social Worker at the Gallen 
Adult Day Health Care program for twelve and a half years, 
Shelley has moved into the positon of Acting Director, 
Gallen Adult Day Health Care Center under the auspices 
of the Jewish Home at Home. She will oversee day-to-day 
operations, supervise staff, manage the transportation/
busing, marketing, and continue to facilitate support groups 
for caregivers of those with Dementia/Alzheimer’s. Shelley 
also serves as Ambassador for the Alzheimer’s Association, 
as liaison to Congressman Bill Pascrell’s office advocating for 
the Alzheimer’s cause.

We really hope you can make it, so…

SAVE THE DATE
Monday, May 23, 2016

The 22nd Annual 
Golf, Tennis & Card Outing

Held at:
Montammy Golf Club, Alpine, NJ

For a fun-filled day of golf, tennis, 
mah jongg, bridge & canasta,
with tournament prizes, gifts,

a raffle drawing and gourmet kosher food

Watch the mail this month for your invitation!

Please call us at 
201-784-1414 Ext. 5539

Joan DiPaola

Rabbi Aaron Kornblitt

Stacey Orden

Shelley Steiner

Did You Know?

In what has become a welcomed 
annual tradition, the Jewish Home 
Foundation offers the opportunity 
to wish loved ones a sweet and 
happy Passover holiday by making 
available lovely Passover Greeting 
Cards. Last year, members of the 
community sent over 1,300 cards to 
friends and family.

Uniquely designed for the Jewish 
Home by Judaic artist Mordechai 
Rosenstein, the card’s artwork 
joyfully illustrates the family seder. 
The interior of each card reflects 
holiday wishes and is individually 
printed with the sender’s name, 
indicating that a donation has been 
made to the Jewish Home in honor 
of the recipient.

An $18 donation for each card 
helps the Jewish Home Foundation 
continue to provide programs and 
care to the elderly in the Jewish 
Home at Rockleigh, the Jewish 
Home Assisted Living, and the 
community.

To have cards sent, please contact 
the Foundation office by March 29, 
2016 at 201-784-1414 Ext. 5539 or 
mshulman@jewishhomefamily.org.

The first Seder is Friday evening, 
April 22nd.

Upcoming Event Passover Cards

Robert Bardach

The New Year Brings New Jewish Home Family Staff Appointments

The Jewish Home at Rockleigh is rated a 5-star facility 
by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. Only 
30.2% of nursing homes in New Jersey are 5-star.

10,000 people in the U.S. are turning 65 every day. 
One in five will be 65 or older by 2030.

The average daily occupancy rate of the Jewish Home at 
Rockleigh is 98.6%. The average daily occupancy rate for 
nursing facilities in New Jersey is 85.9%.

In 2014, 72% of the nation’s philanthropic contributions 
came from individuals.

98.6%
65 years+

2014



Administration 201-750-4230
Business Office 201-750-4232
Volunteer Services 201-518-1175
Senior Haven 855-455-0555

www.jewishhomefamily.org

Development 201-750-4231

Main Number 201-784-1414
Main Fax 201-784-0006
Administration 201-750-4246
Social Services 201-750-4243
Admissions/Marketing/Tours 201-750-4234
Recreation 201-518-1171
Human Resources 201-750-4235
Director of Nursing 201-750-4242
Medical/Dental Suites 201-784-8209
Rehabilitation Services 201-750-4236

Main Number 201-666-2370
Main Fax 201-664-7111
Administration 201-478-4260
Health Services 201-478-4263
Business Office 201-478-4261
Marketing & Sales 201-478-4262

Aging Life Care Management 201-750-4247
Gallen Adult Day Health Care 201-750-4238
Safely@Home 201-518-1175
@HomeCare 201-750-3077

Jewish Home — Employee Recognition Honorees
Program Sponsored by the Bella & Martin Himmelfarb Endowment Fund

Ehmerie Riguerra
JHR Jan 2016

Jose Marquez
JHR Dec 2015

Lorenzo Alvarez
JHR Feb 2016

A Personal Note of Thanks from a Grateful Safely@Home Recipient 
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Charitable Solicitation Disclosure Statement: Jewish Home Foundation of North Jersey, Inc. 
(“JHFoundation”) is a New Jersey non-profit corporation with its primary address and principle place 
of business at 10 Link Drive, Rockleigh, NJ 07647.

New Jersey: Information filed with the Attorney General concerning this charitable solicitation and 
the percentage of contributions received by the charity during the last reporting period that were 
dedicated to the charitable purpose may be obtained from the Attorney General of the State of New 
Jersey by calling 973-504-6215 and is available on the Internet at www.state.nj.us/lps/ca/charfrm.htm. 
Registration with the Attorney General does not imply endorsement.

New York: A copy of JHFoundation’s latest annual report may be obtained, upon request, by writing 
to Jewish Home Foundation, Attn: Melanie Cohen, Executive Director, 10 Link Drive, Rockleigh, 
NJ 07647 or from the New York Sate Attorney General Charity Bureau, Attn: FOIL Officer, 
120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271.

If you wish to unsubscribe to our mailing list, please contact us at
201-784-1414 x5539 or mshulman@jewishhomefamily.org.
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