
With a great amount of pride and celebration, the Jewish Home Family, founded
in 1915 in Jersey City as the Hebrew Orphans Home of Hudson County, has
kicked off its Centennial year.

Throughout its one hundred year history, the “Home,” as it is affectionately re-
ferred to, has illustrated its ability to modify and evolve to continually provide
the community with services that respond to the needs of seniors. In the 1930s,
the organization moved from functioning strictly as an orphanage to the care of
the elderly as the number of elderly
individuals unable to care for them-
selves increased. The institution’s
name was then changed to the
Hebrew Home for Orphans and
Aged of Hudson County. In the 50s
the then Hebrew Home and Hospital
responded to serving the growing
needs of the chronically ill from
Bergen and Hudson Counties. 

The 1960s saw rehabilitation services
being added, followed in the 70s by
the first Adult Day Care program to
be licensed in New Jersey. Kosher nutrition sites were added to the program
serving 100 people per day with Kosher Meals-on-Wheels delivered to home-
bound elderly. Services were also expanded into Bergen County with a 50-bed
nursing home opening in River Vale as the migration of the Jewish population
shifted. A rehabilitation and skilled nursing facility was also completed in Jersey
City at this time and the name changed to Jewish Home & Rehabilitation Center.

In the 80’s, a need for long-term care beds in Bergen County was identified, 
plans for an affordable housing facility in Jersey City were implemented, and a
relationship developed with the Rockland County Jewish Home for the Aged to
provide long-term care services for the Jewish elderly in Rockland County.

By 1992 an endowment program was launched to ensure the Jewish Home’s 
financial security, and expansion sites to fill the need for aging services in Bergen
County were under consideration. In 1994 a 16-acre site, including a 160,000
square foot building, in Rockleigh was purchased with the intention of convert-
ing it to a state-of-the-art facility for long-term and rehabilitative care.
Construction of the Jewish Home at Rockleigh, Russ Berrie Home for Jewish Living

(JHR), began in 1999, and plans for the Jewish Home Assisted Living began to
be developed.

In November 2001, JHR was licensed and opened for its first residents, out of
which kosher meals were provided to the elderly in their homes and to communal
sites in Bergen and North Hudson, as well as sub-acute, hospice, long-term and
rehabilitation care, and an Adult Day Health Care program.

2004 saw the completion of the plans for the assisted living facility which opened
in 2007. The Jewish Home Assisted Living, Kaplen Family Senior Residence, 
answered the needs of seniors with a beautiful home, nursing supervision, stim-
ulating and entertaining educational and recreational programs in a family-like
atmosphere, while also providing independence. It became the first kosher 
assisted living facility to open in Bergen County.

In 2008 the Jewish Homes restructured by establishing a parent entity—the
Jewish Home Family—for broad oversight of its now four subsidiaries: Jewish
Home & Rehabilitation Center, Jewish Home at Rockleigh, Jewish Home
Foundation, and Jewish Home Assisted Living. In 2009 the Jewish Home Family
board approved launching a new agency for care of the elderly living at home,
called the Jewish Home at Home, once again responding to the growing needs
of seniors who wanted to safely remain in their own homes.

The year long celebration surely tips its hat to the many accomplishments of the
past 100 years, but in adopting the theme, “Our Next Century Starts Now,” the
Jewish Home Family continues its tradition of recognizing the need to remain 
responsive and on the cutting edge of the delivery of services to the community’s
elderly. With that in mind, a number of varied, interesting, and informative
events are planned for residents, family members, staff, and the community.

Everyone is invited to join in the celebration by attending any or all of the 
programs...all free (unless otherwise noted)! A list of the events scheduled from
March to June is included on this page. Watch for our June Happenings
Newsletter and your newspapers for future events.

2015 Marks Jewish Home Family Centennial Year
Melanie S. Cohen, CFRE, Executive Director, Jewish Home Foundation
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DID YOU KNOW?

s In 1930, the average life expectancy in this country
was 591⁄2. By 1960 it had risen to 70, and today it’s 
almost 81 for women and 76 for men...and of 
course, many are living well into their 90’s!

s By 2020, the Census Bureau estimates that there will
be 214,000 Centenarians, and by 2050, that number 
will be close to a million!

Centennial Connection

Please Join Us!

Thursday, March 26, 2015
Film Screening of

“You’re Looking At Me Like I Live Here But I Don’t”
(a documentary told from the perspective of an Alzheimer’s patient)

6:45 P.M. Reception  * 7:30 P.M. Screening  * 8:30 P.M. Panel Discussion
Eric Brown Theatre at the Kaplen JCC, Tenafly, NJ

Sunday, April 19, 2015
Discussion on 

“Creating a Meaningful Retirement”
by Carol Miller, MA, EdD
11:00 A.M. - Light Brunch

Jewish Home Assisted Living, River Vale, NJ
Reservations A Must!

Thursday, May 14, 2015
Resident Concert

“A Century of Song”
2:00 P.M.

Jewish Home at Rockleigh, Rockleigh, NJ

Monday, May 18, 2015
Centennial Golf, Tennis & Card Outing
Edgewood Country Club, River Vale, NJ

(there are fees for this event – contact mshulman@jewishhomefdtn.org)

Sunday, May 31, 2015
Centennial Spring Yiddish Concert

Featuring
Cantor Elizabeth Sternlieb, Lee Schwartz & Metropolitan Klezmer

2:30 P.M. - Refreshments
Jewish Home at Rockleigh, Rockleigh, NJ

Thursday, June 11, 2015
“Live to be 100”

Employee & Community Health Fair
(various health care booths and vendors)

12:30 - 4:30 P.M. - Refreshments
Jewish Home at Rockleigh, Rockleigh, NJ

All events are open to the public at no charge (unless indicated otherwise)
Please contact 201-750-4231 for more information and reservations.



Life insurance can be a tool with many purposes, and it is an asset that you
may not think of donating to a not-for-profit, until you hear how powerful,
practical and simple it can be. When your children were young, for example,
you may have purchased policies to provide your family with financial pro-
tection in case something should happen to you or your spouse.

Have your circumstances changed since then? If so, you might be interested
in one of the most satisfying uses for a life insurance policy you no longer
need – donating it to a not-for-profit institution such as ours.

Here are three ways to arrange this gift:

w Give an Existing Policy

When you choose to name the Jewish Home as the policy owner and ben-
eficiary, you receive an immediate income tax charitable deduction for
the lower of the policy’s fair market value or your cost basis.

For paid-up insurance, the fair market value is the cost of replacing the
coverage with a comparable policy.

If premiums are still payable on the policy, the fair market value is usu-
ally close to the cash surrender value.

w Retain Ownership of an Existing Policy with a Revocable Gift

If you would rather retain ownership of a policy for your own financial
security or that of others, you have the following options: a) name us as
the sole or partial primary beneficiary of the policy while you retain the
right to change the beneficiary as owner of the policy; or b) name us as 
the contingent beneficiary, so we receive the death benefits only if your
primary beneficiary predeceases you.

These options do not produce a current income tax charitable deduction,
but they can provide the satisfaction of knowing that we will receive
some benefits if certain events occur. Any amounts payable to us at the
time of your passing will not be subject to federal estate tax.

w Create a New Policy for Future Charitable Gifts

Perhaps you don’t own an existing policy but still realize how beneficial
giving life insurance can be. If so, purchase a new policy and name us as
the beneficiary and owner of the policy.

HOw YOu BENEFit:

when you donate a life insurance policy during your lifetime, you are

eligible for an immediate income tax deduction.

when you retain ownership of a policy but name us as the beneficiary,

any amount payable at death will not be subject to federal estate tax.

Please consider the Jewish Home Family as a beneficiary of your Estate
Planning. If you have any questions or need additional information, please
call 201-784-1414 Ext. 5307.

Planned Giving and Life Insurance Policies
Esther Merkin, Director of Major & Planned Giving, JH Foundation
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Greetings
Carol Silver Elliott, President & CEO, Jewish Home Family

Dear Friends,

It has been a busy and full few weeks since I began my tenure at the Jewish Home
Family. I appreciate the warm reception, and all the assistance I have received
from so many within our organizations and within the community. It was very
easy to feel acclimated because everyone has been welcoming and willing to 
answer questions and offer information.

This is an exciting time to be joining the Jewish Home Family. Our Centennial
year is going to be filled with special events and celebrations, all with a theme of
“Our Next Century Starts Now.” We’ve got a mix of educational sessions, enter-
tainment and events that we think will offer something for everyone and we
hope to see many of you at some, or all, of these programs!

One of the really wonderful Centennial activities is one that will take place in
October 2015. The Jewish Home Family is planning to take residents on a 10-day
Mission to Israel. I have had the privilege of leading several Israel trips with 
residents and I know that it is the experience of a lifetime. We plan to take resi-
dents from both the Jewish Home at Rockleigh and Jewish Home Assisted Living
for a total group of around 10 residents. Each resident will have a “buddy,” a
member of our staff who will be their roommate and travel partner and we’ll
also have a nurse whose sole job is to manage everyone’s medications.

The Israel itinerary is a full one—including visits to the Upper Galilee, Masada,
the Dead Sea, the Western Wall, the Knesset, Independence Hall and much more.
We will have very action packed days but I know that the residents will be eager
for every experience.

An Israel Mission with older adults is a complex and challenging undertaking but
it is also incredibly rewarding. For some, it will be the realization of a dream. For
others, it may represent the last chance to see a land they love and support. But
a trip like this is not just for those who have the opportunity to take part. Every
resident and staff member of all our organizations will have a chance to feel a
part of the experience as we share pictures and stories while we are away and
when we return. Our community will also be able to follow us through daily
blogs and photo postings, sharing in this achievement. More than that, this trip
makes a statement—that age is just a number; that our older adults still want to
grow, experience and learn, and they can do just that.

On our return, we’ll prepare a presentation that we can take “on the road” to 
inspire and educate others. Our Mission participants will have a lot to say and a
lot of insights and we look forward to sharing them with all of you.

You are probably wondering how we will fund a Mission like this—at least, I
hope you are! Those residents who can afford to pay will be asked to pay the
$4500 that covers the entire cost of their trip. For those who cannot pay, and to
cover the cost of the staff trips, we will be raising money. We’re hoping that some
of you will want to sponsor a resident or just make a gift to the Mission.
Sponsorship is $5000, but any amount will be both extremely helpful and
much appreciated.

Lots of excitement ahead—and we look forward to sharing all
of it with you!

All the best,

Have a Zissen and
Kosher Passover with 
Jewish Home’s FREE, 
HOT, KOSHER Meals!

Members of

We will deliver free, hot, kosher meals
to the door of seniors in Bergen County 
on Friday, April 3rd.

To Register:
Whether you or someone you know is 65 
or older, call 201-784 -1414 Ext. 5532 by 
March 25th to register.

Volunteers Needed !
YOU can help the Jewish Home perform 
this mitzvah by volunteering to help 
deliver meals! Call 201-750-4237 
to volunteer.

Upcoming Event
We really hope you can make it, so…

SAVE THE DATE

Monday, May 18, 2015

The 21st Annual 

Golf, Tennis & Card Outing
Held at:

Edgewood Country Club, River Vale, NJ

For a fun-filled day of golf, tennis, 

mah jongg, bridge & canasta,

with tournament prizes, gifts,

a raffle drawing and gourmet kosher food

Watch the mail this month for your invitation!

Please call us at 

201-784-1414 Ext. 5539



Residents, families and members of the community are invited to celebrate 

birthdays and simchas, or honor/remember loved ones by sponsoring either 

a Shabbat or Yom Tov Kiddush ($150), or by dedicating a large print Holiday 

Prayer Book ($36). For further information, contact the Development Office 

at 201-784-1414 x5538.

Honor Your Loved Ones

Passover Cards

In River Vale, NJ there is a facility called the Jewish Assisted Living Home. The 

synagogue we belong to (Congregation B’nai Israel) goes there every month to visit

and join in on their Saturday morning services. I go there with my parents and my

younger sister Erika who is in the second grade.

The Jewish Home is a place where elderly people live that cannot take care of them-

selves and need help on a day-to-day basis. In the Assisted Living Home, all the boys

and men need to wear a type of hat that’s called a kipa. The residents that live there

come from different countries and have lived here in the United States for many years

bringing up their families in the neighboring towns. The people in the Assisted Living

Home make friends so they can talk to each other and share the many stories and 

adventures they had.

There was this one man that was 104 years old, his name was George. He was really

nice. He would give nice compliments to all of the children. He would say, “you look

handsome” or “you look beautiful in that dress.” The bad news about George is that

he passed away. Everyone in my Hebrew School class was very sad after hearing this

news. In the Assisted Living Home we pray and sing and we hold the Torah once a

month on Saturday morning. The elderly people 

really enjoy when the kids go up and start to sing or

do prayers. One of the prayers we do is the Sh’ma.

After the service we go to another room to eat cookies

and challah and drink apple juice and wine. That’s my

favorite part of going to the Assisted Living Home.

We say the blessings for bread and the grape juice. The

kids hand out the cookies and grape juice to all the 

residents, visitors and the Rabbi. I love the cookies,

they are the best.

Evan is now 12 years old and is in the 7th grade. 
He wrote this article as a fifth grader.

My Visit to the Jewish Home Assisted Living
Evan Shein, Volunteer

OUR PATRONS’

Special Dates

In what has become a welcomed 
annual tradition, the Jewish Home
Foundation offers the opportunity to
wish loved ones a sweet and happy
Passover holiday by making available
lovely Passover Greeting Cards. Last
year, members of the community sent
over 1300 cards to friends and family.

Uniquely designed for
the Jewish Home by
Judaic artist Mordechai
Rosenstein, the card’s art-
work joyfully illustrates
the family seder. The in-
terior of each card reflects
holiday wishes and is 
individually printed with

the sender’s name, indicating that a
donation has been made to the Jewish
Home in honor of the recipient.

An $18 donation for each card helps
the Jewish Home Foundation con-
tinue to provide programs and care to
the elderly in the Jewish Home at

Rockleigh, the Jewish
Home Assisted Living,
and the community.

To have cards sent, please
contact the Foundation
office at 201-784-1414 Ext.
5539 by March 10th.

The first Seder is Friday
evening, April 3rd.

Free Admission    • Refreshments    • Community is Welcome

10 Link Drive  • Rockleigh NJ  • 201-750-4231

13th Annual
Myrna & Alan Cohen Centennial Spring Yiddish Concert

Sunday, May 31, 2015, 2:30 pm

featuring

Cantor Elizabeth Sternlieb,
Lee Schwartz &

Metropolitan Klezmer
“Joys of Jewish Music:

Old World & New, Klezmer to 2nd Avenue”

In late January, Carol Silver Elliott, President and CEO of the Jewish Home Family and
I had the opportunity to travel to Florida. No it was not in search of the endless tan, a
few hours on the beach, or a few rounds of golf (much to my dismay!), but rather an
opportunity for us to visit with longtime friends and supporters of the Jewish Home
— some of our snowbirds and even those who have retired to Florida but continue to
support and have an interest in helping the Jewish Home serve our seniors.

The visit was a short one, less than 48 hours, but in that time we had the good fortune
to meet with about 20 of our good friends. For me, it was a time to visit and refresh
old friendships. For Carol, it was an opportunity to meet our wonderful friends, 
hear about their long and strong commitment to the Jewish Home, and in turn, for 
our Florida contingency to meet Carol personally and listen to the array of events
scheduled this year during our Centennial celebration, and our plans for delivery of
eldercare services as she leads the Jewish Home into our second Century!

Thanks to our very gracious hosts, Anitav and Howard Blatt, Marie Adler and Saul
Kravecas, Jeanette and Seymour Spira, and Eleanor and Ed Epstein, and to all who
joined us at our meet and greets.

If we missed seeing you, we hope to see you when you return in the Spring…and
hope to visit again next winter!

Jewish Home Family Travels to Florida
Melanie S. Cohen, CFRE, Executive Director, JH Foundation

The Feldman Family In Memory of Sol Feldman Mar 3

Norman Seiden In Memory of Barbara Seiden Mar 3

Janet & Bernie Bober Wedding Anniversary Mar 5

Maggie Kaplen In Honor of Our Grandchildren Mar 6

Jonathan Furer Happy Birthday Mar 13

Angelica Berrie In Memory of Russ Berrie Mar 18

Judith & Jonathan Furer Wedding Anniversary Mar 21

Judith Furer Happy Birthday Mar 24

Edythe Zaro Happy Birthday Mar 26

Jeanette & Seymour Spira Wedding Anniversary Mar 30

Bernice & Herb Levetown 60th Wedding Anniversary Apr 3

Cynthia & Stanley Low Wedding Anniversary Apr 3

Anita & Howard Blatt Wedding Anniversary Apr 4

Kathy & Richard Leventhal Wedding Anniversary Apr 6

Mercadien, P.C., CPAs Estate Planning Apr 15

Ethel & Irving Plutzer Wedding Anniversary Apr 18

Kauderer & Leventhal Family Celebrate Yom Ha’Azma’ut Apr 23

The Hausmann Family In Memory of Werner Hausmann Apr 27

Millicent Brussel Happy Birthday Apr 29

Ellen Strahl In Memory of Marty Strahl,
Miriam & Alex Chalm May 2

Steven Morey Greenberg In Memory of Rhoda Greenberg May 6

Lynne & Marty Zaikov Wedding Anniversary May 7

Luke Benjamin Silleg Happy Birthday May 14

Melissa & Noah Kalman Wedding Anniversary May 15

Pharmscript, LLC Alliance with Jewish Home May 15

Lovey Beer In Memory of Murray Beer May 15

JoAnn & Martin Perlman Wedding Anniversary May 16

Barnett Design Established in 1991 May 21

Music Event



Jewish Home Employee Recognition Honorees
Program Sponsored by the Bella & Martin Himmelfarb Endowment Fund

Randy Bulawin
JHR Dec 2014

Marina Umansky
JHR Jan 2015

Richmond Llanto
JHR Feb 2015

Beginning in late January, the
Gallen Adult Day Health Care
Center (GADHC) in Rockleigh,
NJ — services offered through
the Jewish Home at Home
agency — extended its catchment
area and began providing door-
to-door transportation services
into Rockland County for the first
time. Of course, GADHC contin-
ues to serve Bergen County.

The day program at GADHC serves seniors and adults
with disabilities who enjoy a social environment complete
with engaging activities and nutritious meals, supported
by the medical and social services they need. The Center
operates five handicapped accessible vans covering five
round trip routes, available to all participants.

The program, in existence for over 35 years, offers door-to-
door supervised transportation, nutritious breakfast, lunch,
and snacks, as well as activities designed to maintain and
support physical and cognitive function. In addition, there
is on-site medication supervision. Assistance with personal
hygiene as well as physical therapy, medical and beauty
salon appointments are available as well.

“After two years of exploring new
catchment areas, GADHC is excited to
announce that it is rolling into Rockland
County with opportunities for seniors
and disabled adults to access the day
health care program and ancillary serv-
ices” says Joan DiPaola, Director of
Gallen Adult Day Health Care Center.
“It is our hope that this opportunity will
result in almost twenty percent of our
daily enrollment at the Center.”

Melanie Cohen, Executive Director of the Jewish Home
Foundation adds, “This wonderful opportunity was made
possible by the donation of a brand new 12 passenger 
van from one of the Jewish Home Family’s very generous
supporters. This unbelievably kind act will make the 
difference in the lives of many seniors and their families.”

The program is open to seniors, including those with med-
ical needs, such as Alzheimer’s Disease and dementia,
Parkinson’s Disease and more. Caregiver support groups
are also available.

Call to make an appointment for a tour. For more infor-
mation, contact Joan DiPaola, RN, Gallen’s Director at
201-750-4238.

Gallen Adult Day Health Care Center Expands Transportation 
and Services into Rockland County
Iris Rosendahl, Public Relations Coordinator, Jewish Home Foundation
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Charitable Solicitation Disclosure Statement: Jewish Home Foundation of North Jersey, Inc.
(“JHFoundation”) is a New Jersey non-profit corporation with its primary address and principle place
of business at 10 Link Drive, Rockleigh, NJ 07647.

New Jersey: Information filed with the Attorney General concerning this charitable solicitation and the
percentage of contributions received by the charity during the last reporting period that were dedicated
to the charitable purpose may be obtained from the Attorney General of the State of New Jersey by
calling 973-504-6215 and is available on the Internet at www.state.nj.us/lps/ca/charfrm.htm. Registration
with the Attorney General does not imply endorsement.

New York: A copy of JHFoundation’s latest annual report may be obtained, upon request, by writing
to Jewish Home Foundation, Attn: Melanie Cohen, Executive Director, 10 Link Drive, Rockleigh, 
NJ 07647 or from the New York Sate Attorney General Charity Bureau, Attn: FOIL Officer, 
120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271.
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