JEWISH HOME AT ROCKLEIGH
HEALING OF THE WORLD PROGRAM
BACKGROUND AND PROGRAM OVERVIEW
In the spring of 2014, realizing that the Jewish Home at Rockleigh had many unused walkers and
wheelchairs, they connected with Afya Foundation to collect the equipment and ship to disaster areas.
The program then evolved into the Jewish Home residents repackaging unused medical supplies that
were provided by Afya and then shipped to those in need throughout the world.
Based in Yonkers, New York, Afya is a not-for-profit organization whose mission is to recover targeted
surplus medical supplies, hospital equipment and humanitarian provisions from the healthcare,
corporate and private communities in order to establish categorized inventory to support ongoing
health initiatives in Africa, the Caribbean and disaster zones. Afya has connections with New York City
hospitals who often discard unused surgical supplies following surgeries. They have a large warehouse
where supplies are sorted. The Healing the World Program was the first time that Afya had partnered
with another agency to repackage the supplies, let alone a skilled nursing facility.
With the assistance of students from Solomon Schechter Day School of Bergen County, the Jewish Home
residents have repackaged the supplies into packages which were then shipped overseas to be used as
birthing kits, surgical kits, etc. The Home set up assembly lines to facilitate the program. Together, they
repacked untouched sterile supplies, including robes, drapes, underpads, diapers, iodine packs, prep
trays, gauze, masks, ambu bags to aid in breathing, surgical scrub brushes, and sponge sticks into clear
plastic bags, marked with a sticker noting what’s contained in the bags. Residents with all stages of
dementia participated in the program because they were able to conduct the repetitive activity.
This program has evolved into a monthly activity during the academic year.

IMPACT OF THE HEALING THE WORLD PROGRAM
Significant program outcomes have included:
-

The delivery of 25 walkers to the Philippines.
The delivery of 15 boxes of supplies to West Africa.
The provision of meaningful, purposeful activity to our residents which, in turn, improved their
quality of life.
The development of strong relationships between the seniors and students.
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